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The ability of our learners to answer 
questions is an integral part of how 
faculty and residents conduct teaching 
in the clinical setting. The problem is, 
research has shown that teachers often 
ask the wrong questions when their 
goal is to promote higher-level learning. 
Observations of teaching suggest that 
much of what is exchanged between 
teacher and learner is focused on book 
content (i.e., knowledge)—what we 
should be encouraging instead is that 
our trainees think at higher cognitive 
levels. That’s the way seasoned clinicians 
approach patients with undifferentiated 
problems.

So why do we question learners? 
Parts of this answer appears so obvious; 
others may not. We question to assess 
the learner’s knowledge, stimulate his 
or her thought processes, engage the 
learner in a discussion (as opposed to an 
unidirectional, information-giving exer-
cise from teacher to learner), encourage 
self-directed learning and help the 
learner organize his or her thinking.

We know from the literature what 
kinds of questions promote learning. 
These questions are purposeful, clear, 
brief in words, in conversational English, 
challenging (in a comfortable learning 
climate), limited in scope regarding 

Questioning Our Learners: Are We Promoting Higher-Level Thinking?

answers expected and adapted to the 
level of the learner. On the other hand, 
questions that can inhibit learning 
include those that require a yes-no 
answer, push the learner (I’m sure you 
can think of some other possibilities), 
promote guessing, are vague and are 
assuming (I assume you all know the “X” 
theory).

Educators have classified questions 
into a number of categories: 1) open-
ended: What do you think about ...? How 
would you organize …?; 2) closed-ended: 
List the 5 causes of ….; 3) probing: That’s 
an interesting diagnosis … how did you 
arrive at that?; 4) clarifying: I’m not sure 
I understand, could you expand on that?; 
5) hypothetical/speculative: What if I 
told you the white count was 3,600/cu 
mm instead of ...; and 6) rhetorical: I am 
certain you all know the answer to this 
question.

When we ask questions of learners, 
we have to be conscious about a number 
of areas, such as, are the questions appro-
priate for the level of the learners, do we 
give learners adequate time to think, are 
they clear and concise, do they create the 
‘right’ atmosphere for learning, do they 
further learning, do we allow learners to 
answer their own questions and for peers 
to comment, and do we personalize 

questions  (e.g., If you were the treating 
doctor in this case, what would you do?)?

In trying to consciously think if we 
are promoting higher-level cognition 
in our trainees, an enduring cognitive 
framework established by Benjamin 
Bloom in 1956 is the gold standard 
of evaluation. Bloom recognized the 
need to establish a cognitive taxonomy 
that faculty could use to assess their 
questioning (verbal and exam ques-
tions), to write learning objectives to 
take learners to new heights, and to 
implement the findings into the feedback 
process to promote change. Basically, the 
taxonomy ascends from the lowest to the 
highest ends of cognition: knowledge, 
comprehension, application, analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation. While space 
will not allow me to delve into these 
areas in detail, one can Google Bloom’s 
taxonomy and get detailed information. 
The importance of consciously using 
the taxonomy is to be aware of the kinds 
of questions you are asking learners, 
making certain they go beyond “knowl-
edge.” For example, Who was Christopher 
Columbus? Where was he born? Who 
sponsored his trip? How many ships did 
he take and what were their names? All 
of these questions are at the ‘knowledge’ 
level. Pushing up the cognitive taxon-
omy, we can ask, What were the reasons 
for his voyage? How would his journey 
compare to sending someone to the moon? 
How would you assess his strengths and 
weaknesses in preparing for this trip? 
These questions move the learner to 
higher cognition, requiring more time to 
think than knowledge-based questions. 
They also get learners to think more like 
seasoned clinicians to solve problems.

So, after this quick review, how would 
you assess your questioning skills?

Larrie Greenberg, MD
Faculty Development and Creative 

Medical Education

In a continuing effort to reach out to the 
community to promote cardiovascular 
health, the Cheney Cardiovascular Institute 
hosted a screening event in Kensington, 
Md., in February. At left, Dr. Cynthia Tracy, 
right, discusses heart health tips with a 
member of the community.
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FACULTY profile

James Leiphart: Using Research and 
Technology to Hone Residents’ Skills
What is your current position and education role in the 
School?
I am an assistant professor in the Departments of 
Neurosurgery and Anatomy and Regenerative Biology. 
I am the director of the Stereotactic and Functional 
Neurosurgery program at GW. I have responsibilities in 
the clinical training of the residents as well as organizing 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education 
(ACGME) competencies workshops for the residents. I 
give the Neurosurgery lectures for the medical students 
and I work with medical and undergraduate students in 
my laboratory and on clinical projects.

What techniques and processes have you found to be suc-
cessful when teaching?
I like to encourage the students and residents to take 
ownership of projects and I challenge them to think 
through problems from start to finish rather than spoon-
feeding them the answers.

What innovative techniques do you recommend/employ?
I have worked closely with the Clinical Learning and 
Skills Simulation (CLASS) center in standardizing educa-
tion on skills not traditionally addressed in residency, 
like communication. Standardization of training in these 
areas has been mandated by the ACGME, and the CLASS 
center facilitates meeting these requirements.

What have been some of the challenges you have faced in 
teaching?
The biggest challenge in teaching a technical skill like 
surgery is providing the residents with sufficient experi-
ence while maintaining patient safety. In our department, 
we have utilized simulation models and cadaver labs 
successfully in meeting this challenge, and there are 
virtual reality surgical training devices becoming avail-
able that will likely play a greater role in the future.

What challenges do you see in student education at GW?
I would like to see GW students have a much greater 
involvement in research. Many of the students will not 
enter careers in which they are performing their own 
research, but the foundation for practice and advance-
ment in every technical field is research. I believe that 
students that have been active participants in the research 

process will be better able to critically evaluate and 
incorporate the newest research findings into their future 
careers.

Are there training/workshops that have impacted the way 
you teach?
The two national Neurosurgery societies have changed 
the format of their national meeting presentations to be 
much more evidence-based with literature reviews and 
recommendations based on the class of data from avail-
able studies. We have adapted our conferences within the 
department to be similarly evidence based. 

What are some other interests/passions?
My wife Kristine and I have a nearly two-year-old-son, 
Thaddeus. I sing in the choir and play violin in the 
orchestra at our church. Kristine and I enjoy running and 
we have completed several marathons. 

Comments on the changes in teaching that you have expe-
rienced in the past five to10 years.
New ACGME requirements on standardization of train-
ing and evaluation as well as new mandated skill sets to 
be included in the curriculum come at the same time 
that there are increasing limitations in the time that 
residents and students spend in learning and practicing 
clinical skills. This provides a challenge to instructors 
and requires novel and creative approaches in teaching. 
Because of this, the fundamental nature and methods of 
medical training have dramatically changed over the past 
five to 10 years. 
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To commemorate Black History Month, 
the GW Chapter of the Student National 
Medical Association hosted a lecture 
series in February. “Remembering the 
past … Shaping the Future,” brought 
Ivan Walks, former DC Commissioner 
of Health; William J. Strudwick, 
MD, director of the Providence 
Hospital Emergency Department; and 
Mohammad Akhter, MD, MPH, execu-
tive director of the National Medical 
Association, to the Medical Center as 
featured guests.

Speakers were invited to share their 
thoughts on what they have observed in 
the health care system throughout their 
careers. More specifically, the speakers 
addressed the direction of the current 
health care system, the possibility of 
a universal health care system and 
the potential effects on the minority 
community. 

New Research Shows That Community Health Centers Meet and 
Exceed National Performance Standards
Community health centers not only can adopt national performance standards, 
but also can perform at a level above national quality benchmarks, according to a 
recent study by researchers from the GW Medical Center, published in the Journal of 
Ambulatory Care Management. The study revealed that health centers have not partici-
pated in national reporting systems that are transparent and standardized. This has 
prevented them from receiving recognition for the high quality of care they furnish to 
medically underserved patients. The study, funded by the United Health Foundation, 
focused on three community health centers in New York, Miami and Washington, DC, 
all of which primarily serve medically underserved populations. Findings revealed 
that the centers perform at a level that is equal to or above the national average. United 
Health Foundation also provides grants to these health centers and others in its effort 
to expand and improve health care access and quality.

Dr. Ivan Walks

Black History Month 
Lectures Target Changes in 
Health Care Systems

Following a year-long national search, 
Donald Karcher, MD, was recently 
appointed chair of GW’s Department 
of Pathology. Dr. Karcher has been a 
member of GW’s faculty for more than 
23 years and has served as chief of the 
Hematopathology and 
Flow Cytometry Services, 
director of the Clinical 
Pathology Division, 
and, most recently, 
as overall director of 
Laboratories. He special-
izes in Hematopathology, 
with special emphasis on 
bone marrow pathology, 
lymphoproliferative disor-
ders and flow cytometry. 
His research interests 
target the effects of 
HIV infection on the 
hematopoietic system and 
HIV-related lymphomas. Among his 
many research accomplishments, Dr. 
Karcher was the first to discover a new 
type of lymphoma referred to as primary 
effusion lymphoma, which often presents 
in HIV-infected patients. He currently 
serves on two NIH research study 
sections.

In addition to his clinical and 
research activities, Dr. Karcher says 
he loves to teach. He has received the 

Golden Apple Award multiple times 
from the Pathology residents at GW, 
and, in 2007, he was the recipient of 
the Golden Apple Award from the 
second-year medical school students. Dr. 
Karcher says he tries to maximize the use 

of technology in the class-
room—he has published 
multiple computer-assisted 
learning and virtual 
microscopy programs for 
use by medical students.

Dr. Karcher has served 
as acting chair of the 
department for several 
years, and says he is excited 
to start some new initiatives 
within the department. “As 
chair, I plan to build on 
the success of our already 
strong clinical and teach-
ing programs and to make 

major strides toward developing a world-
class research unit in the department.”

Dr. Karcher received his MD 
degree from Louisiana State University 
School of Medicine in New Orleans 
and is trained and Board-certified in 
Anatomic and Clinical Pathology and 
Hematopathology. Dr. Karcher has been 
a member of Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Medical Society since his third year of 
medical school.

Karcher Named Pathology Chair

Dr. Donald Karcher
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Acknowledgements
Michael Irwig, MD, assistant profes-

sor of Medicine, spoke on “Controversies 
with Testosterone” at Tamathibodi 
Hospital/Mahidol University in 
Bangkok, Thailand and presented, 
“Testosterone, mortality and the meta-
bolic syndrome” at a Thai Mens’ Health 
conference in Siem Reap, Cambodia, in 
February.

Melissa Goldstein, JD, associate 
research professor, Health Policy, has 
been selected by GWIPP as a summer 
policy scholar to work on scholarly 
research that lies at the nexus of HIT, 
informed consent and bioethics.

Frederick Goodwin, MD, research 
professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences, presented the talk, “The Nature 
of Bipolar Disorder,” to local psychia-
trists at a congress in Rome, Italy in 
November. His book, Manic Depressive 
Illness: Bipolar Disorders and Recurrent 
Depression (with Kay R. Jamison, PhD), 
received a stellar review in the New 
England Journal of Medicine.

Michael Taylor, JD, research profes-
sor of Health Policy, was a featured 
speaker at the Food and Drug Law 
Institute’s Major Food Safety Conference 
in Washington, DC in January. The topic 
of the conference was, “Food Safety: 
Problems and Solutions—Experts 
Discuss What Needs to be Done and 
Predict What Will Happen.”

Awards and Appointments
Michelle Glaser received the 

Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics Chair’s Research Excellence 
Award for her work on the poster titled, 
“Evaluation of Provider Satisfaction 
and Patient Outcomes: Telemedicine in 
Louisiana.” She will present the poster at 
the 2008 ATA Annual Meeting in Seattle 
in April.

Blaine Parrish, PhD, senior research 
scientist, Health Policy, has been named 
acting associate dean for Student Affairs 

in the School of Public Health and 
Health Services.

Kyu Rhee, MD, MPP, assistant 
professorial lecturer of Prevention and 
Community Health, has been named 
director of the Office of Innovation and 
Program Coordination at the National 
Center on Minority Health and Health 
Disparities at the NIH.

Sian L. Spurney, MD, hospitalist 
and assistant professor of Medicine, 
and Juan Reyes, MD, chief resident for 
Internal and Primary Care Medicine,  
were recently recognized as the 2007 
Physicians of the Year at GW Hospital. 
February 2008 Baldridge Physician of the 
Month Winners were John Larsen, MD, 
attending physician and chair, OB/GYN 
and Tim Atalla, MD, resident, Urology.

Joseph Wright, MD, MPH, FAAP, 
professor of Pediatrics, Emergency 
Medicine and Prevention and 
Community Health, was one of 25 
individuals appointed by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) to the newly established 
National Emergency Medical Services 
Advisory Counsel, designed to advise 
the Department of Transportation and 
NHTSA on a myriad of EMS issues.

In the News
Gene Cohen, MD, PhD, professor of 

Health Care Sciences and director of the 
Center of Aging, Health and Humanities, 
had his work highlighted in the cover 
story of the Feb. 11 of U.S.News & World 
Report.

Jason Engel, MD, assistant clinical 
professor of Urology, was quoted in the 
article, “On Sex after Prostate Surgery, 
Confusing Data,” that appeared in The 
New York Times.

Arthur Frank, MD, assistant 
clinical professor of Medicine and 
director, Weight Management Program, 
was quoted in the article, “Weighty 
Assumptions. Doctors Too Quick 
to Blame Obese Patients’ Ills on Fat, 

Studies Suggest,” that appeared in The 
Washington Post. He was also quoted 
in the article, “Diabetes Hits Epidemic 
Proportions,” that appeared on the 
Christian Broadcasting Network, cbn.com.

Christine Ferguson, JD, associ-
ate research professor, Department of 
Health Policy, spoke at a press confer-
ence on Feb. 12 highlighting the value 
of a bi-partisan effort to create a health 
care system that would provide afford-
able coverage to all Americans. The press 
conference, held by Congressman Jim 
Langevin (D-RI) and Christopher Shays 
(R-CT), was a forum to announce their 
legislative proposal to reform the nation’s 
health care system by creating a plan that 
would provide universal healthcare while 
stressing three main principles—choice, 
shared responsibility and affordability. 

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, FAAP, 
Walter G. Ross Professor and chair, 
Department of Microbiology, 
Immunology and Tropical Medicine, was 
quoted by ABC News and U.S.News & 
World Report regarding a study reporting 
that a rare chromosome abnormality 
increases the risk of developing autism 
100-fold.

Suena Huang, MD, instructor of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
and principal investigator, Clinical 
Psychiatric Research Center, was inter-
viewed by the “Riz Khan” show live on 
Jan. 7 on Aljezeera English TV regard-
ing smoking cessation as a New Year’s 
Resolution. Dr. Huang was also inter-
viewed by News Channel 7 regarding the 
growing popularity of YouTube, includ-
ing the recent airing and mass viewing 
of horrific videos of violent events. Dr. 
Huang emphasized that the awesome 
power afforded by Internet broadcasting, 
which is inexpensive, instantaneous and 
reinforcing, can sometimes be abused. 
The show aired during the 5 p.m. news 
hour in February.

continued on page 12
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Daniel Lieberman, MD, associate 
professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences and director, Clinical 
Psychiatric Research Center, was inter-
viewed by Fox 5 News regarding a new 
hallucinogenic herb called Salvia. The 
interview, “VA delegate wants to outlaw 
new drug Salvia,” was aired on Jan. 16.

Daniel S. Lewin, PhD, MS, assistant 
professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences, was quoted in the article, 
“Getting Enough Sleep Will Help Raise 
Your Exam Scores—AASM to Teens,” 
that appeared on MedicalNewsToday.
com.

Celeste Monforton, MPH, lecturer, 
Environmental and Occupational Health 
and senior research associate, Project on 
Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy, 
SPHHS, was quoted in an Associated 
Press article about inferior management 
practices at an Alaska gold mine at 
which two young workers died.

Rachel Moon, MD, associate profes-
sor, Pediatrics, was quoted in the article, 
“Sharing bed with baby can be danger-
ous, controversial,” that was posted on 
ScrippsNews.com.

Sara Rosenbaum, JD, Hirsh 
Professor of Health Law and Policy and 
chair, Department of Health Policy, was 
quoted in several related articles regard-
ing the news that some U.S. employers 
are ending group health insurance plans 
and opting instead to help employees pay 
for individual policies. Articles appeared 
in Medical News Today, USA Today and 
Kaisernetwork.org. Rosenbaum was 
also quoted in the article, “Area Schools 
Set to Lose Millions under Medicaid 
Policy Changes,” that appeared in The 
Washington Post.

Fayaz Shawl, MBBS, clinical 
professor of Medicine and director, 
Interventional Cardiovascular Medicine, 
was quoted in the article, “Cardiac 
Institute at Zulekha Hospital promotes 

medical tourism in Dubai. Realizing the 
vision of Dr. Zulekha Daud and a holistic 
healthcare approach, Zulekha Hospital 
has integrated a super-specialized 
cardiac facility to its medical conglomer-
ation, promoting as well medical tourism 
in Dubai,” that appeared on ameinfo.com.

Susan F. Wood, PhD, research 
professor of Environmental and 
Occupational Health, wrote an op-ed 
in the Boston Globe; this piece was 
discussed in the article, “Government 
Vacancies Can Lead to Sketchy Science,” 
that appeared in the Reg Watch section 
of OMBWatch.org.

Publications
Margaret Dunkle, senior fellow, 

Center for Health Services Research 
and Policy, served as a contributing 
author on a special “Early Detection” 
edition of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics newsletter, Developmental 
and Behavioral News, which focuses on 
current recommendations and practices 
in primary care developmental screening.

Michael Harris-Love, MPT, 
DSC, assistant professor of Health 
Care Sciences, published the article, 
“Rehabilitation and myositis: physi-
cal therapy for inflammatory muscle 
disease,” in the February issue of The 
Rheumatologist.

Daniel Lieberman, MD, associ-
ate professor of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences and director, 
Clinical Psychiatric Research Center, 
and Suena Huang, MD, instructor of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
and principal investigator, Clinical 
Psychiatric Research Center, published 
the article, “A Technological Approach 
to Reaching a Hidden Population of 
Problem Drinkers” in the March issue of 
Psychiatric Services. The article reports 
on the success of an interactive Web site 
designed for reaching untreated problem 
drinkers and helping to increase their 
motivation for change.

Scott Livingston, PT, PhD, ATC, 
SCS, assistant professor of Health 
Care Sciences, published the article, 
“Intra-rater Reliability of a Transcranial 
Magnetic Stimulation Technique to 
Obtain Motor Evoked Potentials,” in the 
January issue of the International Journal 
of Neuroscience.

Wilhelmine Miller, PhD, associate 
research professor, Health Policy, was 
a member of the Institute of Medicine 
(IOM) Committee on Reviewing 
Evidence to Identify Highly Effective 
Clinical Services, that created the report, 
“Knowing What Works in Health Care: 
A Roadmap for the Nation,” released by 
the IOM in January.

Sara Rosenbaum, JD, Hirsh 
Professor of Health Law and Policy and 
chair, Department of Health Policy, 
published the article, “The Proxy 
War—SCHIP and the Government’s Role 
in Health Care Reform” in the February 
28 issue of the New England Journal of 
Medicine. The article looks at the recent 
battle over SCHIP reauthorization, 
asking, “Why would President Bush veto 
bipartisan legislation that does precisely 
what he insisted on, namely, aggressive 
enrollment of the poorest children?” 

Ted Rothstein, MD, associate profes-
sor of Neurology, co-authored the article, 
“The Neglected Side of Parkinson’s. 
A review of the Non-dopaminergic 
Symptoms Associated with the Disease,” 
that will appear in the March issue of 
the journal American Scientist. In addi-
tion, his manuscript, “A Brief History 
of Surgical Therapies for Parkinson’s 
Disease. How Science and Serendipity 
Contributed to Advances in the Surgical 
Treatment of Parkinson’s Disease,” 
has been accepted for publication in 
Neurosurgery Quarterly.

Bruce Siegel, MD, MPH, research 
professor, Health Policy and of Health 
Services Management and Leadership, 

continued from page 11

continued on page 13
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and program director, Urgent Matters, 
Marsha Regenstein, PhD, MCP, associ-
ate research professor of Health Policy, 
Donna Sickler, research associate, 
Bonne Norton, senior research assistant, 
Karen Jones, MS, research scientist 
and lecturer, and Janice Blanchard, 
MD, assistant professor, Emergency 
Medicine, co-authored a report with the 
RAND Corporation on the District’s 
health care delivery system. The report 
evaluated data on chronic disease, insur-
ance, hospital capacity and emergency 
services, and was the subject of a recent 
article in The Washington Post.

Commencement 2008 Weekend 
Information

GW Commencement 2008 Weekend 
celebrations and ceremonies are set 
for May 16-18. The Doctoral Hooding 
Ceremony will take place on Friday, 
May 16 at 1:30 p.m., Lisner Auditorium. 
Tickets are required, for more informa-
tion call 202-994-7129. 

The School of Public Health and 
Health Services Celebration will take 
place on Saturday, May 17 at Noon, 
Lisner Auditorium. Tickets are required, 
for more information call 202-994-
2632.

The School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences—Health Sciences Celebration 
will take place on Saturday, May 17 at 
4 p.m., Lisner Auditorium. Tickets are 
required, for more information call 
202-994-0437. 

The School of Medicine of Health 
Sciences—MD Celebration will take 
place on Sunday, May 18 at 2:30 p.m., 
Lisner Auditorium. Tickets are required, 
for more information call 202-994-
2170.

The University Commencement 
is Sunday, May 18 at 10 a.m. on the 
National Mall. For information,  visit 
www.commencement.gwu.edu.

HIV Research Published
Alan E. Greenberg, MD, MPH, professor and chair, Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics, recently co-authored three published papers on important HIV 
research topics, as well as a chapter on HIV epidemiology and prevention. The 
first paper, titled, “Efficacy of a Parent-Based Sexual-Risk Prevention Program for 
African American Preadolescents: A Randomized Controlled Trial,” focused on 
the efficacy of a parenting program designed to teach communication skills to 
prevent sexual risk behavior in preadolescents. This paper was in the December 
edition of Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine.

The second paper, titled “Effectiveness of Repeat Single-Dose Nevirapine for 
Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV-1 in Repeat Pregnancies in 
Uganda,” was published in the Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes. This study 
demonstrated no decrease in the effectiveness of single-dose nevirapine to 
prevent mother-infant HIV transmission in women who had previously received 
single-dose nevirapine in prior pregnancies. 

The third paper, which was also published in the Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndromes, focused on the reduction in injection risk behaviors for HIV and HCV 
infection among young injection drug users, using a peer-education intervention. 
The intervention caused a decrease in self-reported injection risk behaviors.

Lastly, Dr. Greenberg was the first author of a textbook chapter in Maxcy, 
Rosenau, Last Public-Health and Preventive Medicine on the “Epidemiology and 
Prevention of HIV/AIDS.”

Dr. Leslie Gondor, a family and general practitioner, and Dr. Magdolina Iranyi, a pediatrician, have 
generously supported many programs in the medical school. Throughout the years, this family 
has also made gifts in honor of Dr. Gondor’s father, Dr. Arnold Gondor, a dentist and oral surgeon 
who fled war-torn Hungary. While their focus has been on the tie between family practice and 
community service, each year, they support a physician within the Area Health Education Center. 
Recently Senior Associate Dean for Health Sciences Programs Jean Johnson, PhD, NP, and Lisa 
Alexander, EdD, MPH, PA, assistant dean, Community-Based Partnerships, expressed gratitude to 
Drs. Gondor and Iranyi and provided them with an update on the impact of their support on DC 
community-based projects. From left, George Gondor, MD ’97, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Leslie Gondor, Dr. 
Magdolina Iranyi, and Dr. Alexander.

continued from page 12
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As part of the Ambassador Roundtable 
Series on International Collaboration 
to Combat Terrorism and Insurgencies, 
the Homeland Security Policy Institute 
(HSPI) and the International Center 
for Terrorism Studies co-hosted 
Afghani Ambassador Said Tayeb Jawad 
on Feb. 20.

In his remarks, Ambassador Jawad 
noted that, rather than being at a 
“tipping point,” Afghanistan is at a 
“turning point.” Afghanistan’s greatest 
challenge is building the capacity of 
the Afghan government to provide 
security and other services to its 
people. International initiatives should 
have an “Afghan face,” observed the 
Ambassador, rather than be driven by 
various political agendas of foreign 
nations. More funds are necessary to 
build the capacity of the government, 
fight corruption and create programs 
that keep knowledge about the rule of 
law within the country, he said.

Because Afghanistan’s future 
success has implications for both 
regional and international dimen-
sions, international partners should 
take a regional approach to stabil-
ity in Afghanistan. Ambassador 
Jawad suggested, as an example, that 
Pakistan could integrate its Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas into its 
federal system, bringing governance 

HSPI Explores Turning Point for Afghanistan

GW Introduces 
New Pelvic Floor Center

The departments of Urology and 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and the divi-
sion of Colon and Rectal Surgery have 
joined forces to create the new Pelvic 
Floor Center, which offers state-of-the-
art evaluation and treatment for pelvic 
floor disorders.

“Everything in the pelvis is somewhat 
related—if one thing isn’t working well, 
the problem tends to affect other areas,” 
says Tiffany Sotelo, MD, director of the 
Pelvic Floor Center and assistant profes-
sor of Urology. This multidisciplinary 
team specializes in the treatment of 
urinary and fecal incontinence in men 
and women, urinary frequency/urgency, 
vaginal organ prolapse (shifting of the 
female organs), enlarged prostates, 
neuropathic (defective functioning of 
the) bladder and sexual dysfunction.

“Too often, women are treated by 
physicians who focus on one area of 
the pelvis," said Dr. Sotelo. "The Pelvic 
Floor Center brings together specialists 
in reproductive, colorectal and urinary 
systems to offer, in one location, the 
different aspects of patient care.”

In addition to Dr. Sotelo, the special-
ists at the Pelvic Floor Center are: Bruce 
A. Orkin, MD, director of the Division 
of Colon and Rectal Surgery; Michael 
H. Phillips, MD, clinical professor of 
Urology; and James K. Robinson, MD, 
assistant professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. The Pelvic Floor Center 
offers both surgical and non-surgical 
treatment options for most problems 
and innovative minimally invasive tech-
niques.

GW and Boston Properties Finalize Ground Lease for Square 54
GW University and Boston Properties recently announced that the parties have 
executed a 60-year ground lease for the redevelopment of Square 54, the former 
site of the GW Hospital. The parcel of land, located in the heart of Foggy Bottom 
at the convergence of Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington Circle, and Eye and 23rd 
Streets, NW, provides the opportunity for a vibrant mix of retail, residential and 
office uses, including a grocery store, immediately adjacent to the Foggy Bottom-
GWU Metrorail station.

The University’s integrated development strategy includes the Square 54 
project as well as the University’s 20-year Foggy Bottom Campus Plan and involved 
more than three years of engagement with the community and DC zoning and 
planning agencies. The Campus Plan provides for GW’s future academic and space 
needs, including a new interdisciplinary science and engineering complex and the 
School Without Walls public/private development partnership. The finalization of 
the ground lease also marks the commencement of ground rent payments to the 
University that will be used to fund GW’s core educational and research missions.

and stability to the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border region that would 
positively affect governance and stabil-
ity in Afghanistan. Looking inward, 
the Ambassador also highlighted the 
successful reconciliation program 
created to bring former Taliban mili-
tants back into Afghan society to build 
security. The program has more than 
6,000 participants, but is drastically 
underfunded.

In response to HSPI Director Frank 
Cilluffo’s question, “What are the 
top priorities for the Afghan govern-
ment?" Ambassador Jawad listed two: 
first, to continue building the Afghan 
National Army and Afghan National 
police to better serve the security 
needs of Afghan citizens, and second, 

to persuade the funding channels in 
the U.S. policy process to decouple the 
funding of Afghanistan and Iraq. He 
said, if Afghanistan and the interna-
tional community are able to synergize 
efforts toward stabilization, the results 
will have positive implications for 
global security for years to come.

Ambassador Said Tayeb Jawad
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~Full-time Faculty~

Anesthesiology

Rohit Rahangdale, MD, assistant 
professor

Shane Zamani, MD, assistant professor

Health Care Sciences

Karen Wright, PhD, associate professor

Health Policy

Leighton Ku, PhD, professor

Microbiology, Immunology and Tropi-
cal Medicine

Victoria Mann, PhD, assistant research 
professor

Pediatrics

Najat Bouchkouj, MD, adjunct 
instructor

Megha Fitzpatrick, MD, adjunct 
instructor

Eric Jarandeh, MD, adjunct instructor

Darren Klugman, MD, adjunct 
instructor

Julie Marx, MD, adjunct instructor

Mohsen Saidijenad, MD, assistant 
professor

Harshita Saxena, MD, adjunct 
instructor

Jennifer Schuette, MD, assistant 
professor

Matthew Sharron, MD, adjunct 
instructor

Susan Sparks, PhD, assistant professor

Pingtao Tang, PhD, assistant research 
professor

Pharmacology and Physiology

Nancy Skacel, PhD, assistant professor; 
secondary appointment: Health Care 
Sciences, assistant professor

Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences

Laura Anthony, PhD, assistant 
professor

~Part-time Faculty~

Emergency Medicine

Craig Marsden, MD, clinical instructor

Karim Salameh, MD, assistant clinical 
professor

Hamid Shokoohi, MD, clinical instruc-
tor

Hamid Yazdi, MD, clinical instructor

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS Environmental and Occupational Health

Robert Spiritas, PhD, professorial 
lecturer

Exercise Science

Tanya Colucci, lecturer

Adam Murphy, lecturer

Janet Parker, lecturer

Shaun Reddy, lecturer

Andrea Rowe, lecturer

Health Policy

John Coster, PhD, associate professorial 
lecturer

Mark Hayes, JD, associate professorial 
lecturer

Nursing Education

Suzanne Feetham, PhD, clinical 
professor

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Anthony Scialli, MD, clinical professor

Pathology

Sean DeYoung, adjunct assistant 
professor

Megan DiFurio, MD, adjunct assistant 
professor

Thomas Mailhiot, adjunct instructor

Craig Place, adjunct assistant professor

Joseph Pulcini, MD, adjunct assistant 
professor

Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences

Robin Berlin, MD, clinical instructor

Ashraf Fanous, MD, clinical instructor

Karen Osterle, MSW, clinical instructor

Frieda Rabin, PhD, assistant clinical 
professor

GW Medical Center 
Wins AAMC Shoestring Award 

GW Medical Center Office of 
Communications and Marketing 
won the “Shoestring” Award from 
the Association of American Medical 
Colleges (AAMC) in the Public Relations 
category for the “2006–2007 Prostate 
Cancer Awareness Campaign.” 

The campaign represented a collabo-
ration between the Medical Center, 
GW Hospital, GW Medical Faculty 
Associates and the GW Cancer Institute 
and featured GW Men’s Basketball 
Coach Karl Hobbs, along with his wife 
and assistant coaches. The campaign 
targeted women to encourage their men 
to “Get in the Game” and sign up for free 
prostate cancer screenings. Launched in 
September 2006, the campaign included 
television and radio commercials, 
promotional materials in Safeway stores, 
a GW Prostate cancer awareness basket-
ball game and community events. 

The AAMC award was based on 
projects of special merit produced 
between July 2006 and June 2007 with 
a significantly reduced, limited or shoe-
string budget. The projects had to be 
one-time or first-time initiatives or the 
continuation of existing programs with 
reduced resources. Contest judges noted 
that the entry narrative demonstrated 
the creative, imaginative and innovative 
solutions to addressing these health 
disparities.

Hudson to Head GWUMC Media, Marketing and Communications
Deborah M. Hudson has been named assistant vice president of Media, Marketing 
and Communications. Hudson comes to the Medical Center from the Division of 
Development and Alumni Relations at GW, bringing with her expertise in communi-
cations and 20 years of experience in higher education administration. Prior to joining 
GW, Hudson was assistant dean for external relations at the University of Maryland 
College of Education, and served in communications management positions at Ball 
State University (Muncie, Ind.) and St. Cloud State University in St. Cloud, Minn.  

Skilled at developing and executing comprehensive communications, branding 
and marketing strategies and building coordinated communications and marketing 
infrastructures, Hudson is poised to enhance the Medical Center’s highly regarded 
communications and marketing efforts. Formerly an award-winning print journalist 
and columnist, she has crafted successful communications, publications and fundrais-
ing programs for academic institutions and non-profit foundations.
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Working together in our nation’s capital, with 
integrity and resolve, The George Washington 
University Medical Center is committed to 
improving the health and well-being of our local, 
national and global communities.

Teaching
with creativity and dedication

Healing
with quality and compassion

Discovering
with imagination and innovation

Award. This award is presented to an 
individual who has provided outstanding 
public leadership in cancer health care 
and public policy.

Two-time cancer survivor and 
founder of the CancerClimber 
Association Sean Swarner will receive 
the Spirit of Life Award. This award is 
given to an individual whose survival 
story inspires courage and imparts hope 
to others battling cancer.

Rounding out the list of honorees are 
Dr. Robert and Paula Siegel. Dr. and Mrs. 
Siegel are the recipients of the newly 
established Commitment to Overcoming 
Cancer Award. This award recognizes 
an individual or organization who 
exemplifies the GW Medical Center's 
commitment to overcoming cancer 
through patient care, outreach, research, 
education and/or policy work.

NBC-4 news anchor and health 
reporter Doreen Gentzler will emcee the 
event and Grammy® Award-nominated 
singer and songwriter Oleta Adams 
will provide entertainment. For tickets 
or information, call 202-994-8391 or 
email mcdslc@gwumc.edu. Visit the 2008 
Cancer Gala Web site at 
www.gwcancerinstitute.org.

Radio broadcaster 
Byron Kerr, right, 
interviews Dr. Hal 
Frazier during 
half-time activities 
as part of the 
cancer awareness 
basketball game 
hosted by the GW 
Colonials on Feb. 23. 
The Colonials Men's 
Basketball game 
rallied to beat the 
Richmond Spiders.

GME Residents Committee Hosts 
Patient Safety Conference

The GW GME Residents Committee will host a Patient Safety Conference on March 
19, from noon to 1 p.m. in the GW Hospital Auditorium. 

The multidisciplinary conference is an opportunity for attendings and residents, 
as well as nursing and pharmacy staff, to discuss system issues related to a medical 
error, analyze contributing factors and identify areas for process improvements.

May 3 Gala to Honor Cancer 
Advocates, Survivors
continued from page 1




