
What are Ovid OpenLinks and PubMed LinkOut? 
 
Ovid OpenLinks and PubMed LinkOut are services which link to full-text articles from 
Ovid MEDLINE and PubMed.  Ovid OpenLinks and PubMed LinkOut provide full-text 
links at the article level when you search Ovid MEDLINE or PubMed. 
 
Currently, Ovid OpenLinks and PubMed LinkOut work when you search MEDLINE (or 
any other database) through Ovid or PubMed from an on-campus location or from an off-
campus location through the VPN 
(http://www.gwumc.edu/library/resources/offcampusinstr.cfm#vpn).  An on-campus 
location or use of the VPN is important for using Ovid OpenLinks and PubMed LinkOut 
because these services may link you to a publisher’s website.  If you are off-campus and 
not connected via the VPN, the publisher will be unable to provide the full-text because it 
cannot verify your affiliation with GWU. 
 
Example 1 – Citation display with Ovid OpenLinks.  Click on ‘Full Text’ to access 
complete article. 
 

 
 
Example 2 – Citation/abstract display with PubMed LinkOut.  Click on GWU-
Himmelfarb Library Online icon to access complete article. 
 

 
 



 
How do Ovid OpenLinks and PubMed LinkOut work? 
 
These links work by sending you from the database (Ovid MEDLINE or PubMed) to the 
full-text provider’s site.  However, your current Ovid or PubMed search window remains 
open.  Depending on how the provider’s site is set up, the full-text article may appear 
directly in the same window as your search, or in a separate window.   
 
What if the full-text of an article is available from more than one provider? 
 
In PubMed, you may see several types of full-text links: 

•  Publisher icons.  These icons links directly to the provider website.  You may be 
asked to pay for full-text access. 

•  GWU-Himmelfarb Library Online icon.  These icons link directly to a provider 
website where Himmelfarb Library has a subscription to allow you to access the 
full-text article without charge.  Remember that you must login to the VPN 
(http://www.gwumc.edu/library/resources/offcampusinstr.cfm#vpn) in order for 
these links to work from off-campus locations. 

•  GWU-Himmelfarb Library In Print icon.  These icons indicate that Himmelfarb 
Library maintains a print subscription to this journal, and links to a record of the 
journals holdings.  Consult the Himmelfarb Library Catalog from our homepage 
for detailed holdings. 

•  Free full-text icon.  These icons link directly to the provider website and indicate 
that the full-text of the article is available for free. 

 
In Ovid MEDLINE, you may see several types of full-text links: 

•  Ovid Full Text.  Ovid Full Text links connect directly to the full text of articles 
that are available within the Ovid system.   

•  Full Text.  Full Text links connect directly to a provider website where 
Himmelfarb Library has a subscription.  In some cases, if more than one provider 
is available, you will see a screen that allows you to select a provider.  You can 
select any provider to obtain the full text of the article. 

 
Example 3 – Ovid screen allowing user to select full-text provider in case where more 
than one full-text provider is available.  Select any provider to obtain full-text of article. 
 

 


