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FELLOWSHIP MENTORS

Fellows meet with the various faculty members during the first year to develop research projects.  Usually, in the first year, the fellows review a database or series of cases in order to develop an abstract for the national meetings.  During the second year a more intensive research experience is developed in which the fellows generate data for presentation and publication.  An opportunity for a third research year is available for those fellows who are interested in pursuing a research-oriented career.  Fellows will be assigned a mentor to provide them guidance and feedback throughout the fellowship and to be available to the fellow regarding any fellowship concerns.  The mentor will also ensure that the fellow’s research is moving along, that they are able to meet abstract submission deadlines for the national infectious diseases meetings and progress to manuscript submission.  The fellowship mentor may be different from the research mentor.   
JOURNAL CLUB

Journal Club takes place the first Thursday night of the month at 7 PM in one of the attendings’ homes.  Dinner is provided.  Faculty and fellows present articles of interest on a rotating schedule.  

CASE CONFERENCES
On-service fellows (residents or medical students) present cases of interest at the weekly case conference.  A fellow unfamiliar with the case will be the discussant.  Generally, three to four cases are presented.  The presenting on-service fellow often brings a relevant article from the medical literature discussing one of the cases and provides a brief discussion of the article.  

In addition to the GW/VA case conference, a weekly citywide case conference is transmitted by televideo using the Breeze system.  This conference involved fellows and faculty from GW/VA, Georgetown, Washington Hospital Center and the National Institutes of Health.

CORE CURRICULUM IN INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The goal of the Core Curriculum is to ensure formal didactic teaching on the breadth of ID topics over the two-year fellowship period, and is in part based on ACGME requirements.  Didactics take place two to three times monthly, usually following Case Conference.  To improve the learning experience, lectures are taught at the fellow level and include a focus on pathophysiology and mechanisms.   The Core Curriculum also seeks to cover topics that are less frequently encountered during the fellowship.  

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

Each month, generally two fellows present their research in progress on a rotating schedule.   Presentations should be discussed in advance with the research mentor for the project being presented.  This provides the fellow with an opportunity to get feedback on research from the entire ID faculty at all stages; during the concept phase, protocol development, implementation, gathering of data and data analysis.  

INFECTIOUS DISEASES BOARD REVIEW

ID Board Review meets twice monthly, usually the first and third Thursdays (fellows only, no students, residents) with a faculty member.  A fellow is assigned to each date and is responsible for selecting the relevant questions.  They will review answers, read up on topics relating to questions and lead discussion of right/wrong answers.    

MICROBIOLOGY

There is a monthly microbiology review at GW with Dr. Keiser, the chief of Clinical Microbiology.  The fellows provide a list of topics to be covered to Dr. Keiser at the beginning of the academic year.  There is also a daily meeting with Dr. Kaiser immediately before rounds in which relevant microbiology data is reviewed.  
At the VA, the ID Consult Team meets weekly with Sabiha Zubairi (Supervisor of Microbiology) in the Microbiology Laboratory for ID Plate Rounds.  At the beginning of each month, the ID Fellow should contact Sabiha to provide her a schedule of desired topics for the month.  She is quite happy to review topics chosen by the fellows, and to review relevant microbiology of current clinical cases on the consult service.    

GWIDS

GWIDS, the Greater Washington Infectious Disease Society, meets one evening a month at a local hospital from September to June.  Each month one of the local training programs presents their best cases.  We generally present in December.  Each fellow prepares a powerpoint presentation of a case with a brief discussion of the pertinent literature.
INFECTION CONTROL

Off-service fellows attend the monthly infection control meeting at either the VAMC or GWUMC.  The timing of these meetings will be on the monthly calendar.

INPATIENT CONSULT SERVICE
The fellows are responsible for all the activities of the inpatient consult service.  They evaluate the patients and either prepare the consultation report and daily notes themselves or oversee the activities of the internal medicine residents and medical students who are rotating on the service.  Rounds with the attending physician are held in the afternoon, at which time the recommendations of the consult team are reviewed.  On weekends, the attending makes rounds on both Saturdays and Sundays at GW; at the VA, attending rounds are held on Saturdays.  The fellow is expected to come to the VA hospital on Sundays only for urgent consults.  There is no in-house night call, but the fellows are on call during the week by telephone.  Occasionally, the fellows, and sometimes the attendings, need to come in at night to evaluate an unusually ill or complex patient.  At the NIH, the fellows spend a month on the Infectious Disease Consult Service where they get the opportunity to see patients with a variety of unusual conditions.
The fellows select the cases to be presented at the various case conferences.  The fellows have important teaching responsibilities for both medical students and residents who are rotating on the consult service.  This includes bedside teaching, didactic instruction and providing appropriate literature for review.  The fellows play an active role in the evaluation of residents, medical students, the faculty and the curriculum.  Their input is an important of the training program and modifications are made based on their perceptions as well as those of the faculty.  
OUTPATIENT EXPERIENCE
Fellows are also assigned to the outpatient infectious disease clinics at both GW and the VA.  In general, fellows attend the clinics at the same hospital where they are currently doing the inpatient consult service to help minimize travel time.  Outpatient infectious disease has become an important component of the training program, primarily in the management of HIV-infected individuals.  Fellows get intensive training in the management of this disease including the use of antiretroviral agents in both naïve and treatment-experienced individuals as well as recognizing the toxicities associated with these agents.  

OTHER EXPERIENCES
The fellows attend a one-week epidemiology didactic course at the NIH during their first year of their training that introduces them to basic concepts of hospital epidemiology.  They also attend a two-week didactic and clinical microbiology course at the NIH.  During this time they rotate through the bacteriology, virology and mycology sections of the laboratory and have the opportunity to conduct laboratory assays to identify microorganisms in unknown culture samples.  Fellows may also elect to spend time at Children’s National Medical Center Hospital if they would like experience in pediatric infectious diseases.
